
Reflection on the Raising of Lazarus 
 
If only you had been there my brother would not have died.  
 
That’s what Mary said to Jesus when he finally got to Bethany two days after he was 
told that Lazarus was dangerously ill.  
 
Where were you when you were needed, she is saying, why weren’t you here? 
 
People may be asking that question today. They may ask it at any time they see 
suffering in the world, and particularly now in the middle of the Coronavirus 
Pandemic and all the grief and fear that it is bringing. 
 
Were the Church still to have been open I would have been preaching on the story of 
Lazarus on Passion Sunday 29th March. I was really looking forward to sharing the 
message of this story from the pulpit. To me, next to the Easter Day Resurrection 
accounts, this must be one of the most thrilling passages in the Gospels, this 
amazing story of Jesus beating death in the face and raising Lazarus from the dead.  
 
What else in the world can offer us any hope like this? However down beat we may 
feel, whatever depths to which the world around us has sunk, we have this to tell. 
 
But the story is like watching fog slowly lifting on a bright day. Nothing is clear at first 
but then all is revealed.  
 
Jesus waits two days to go to Lazarus. He says He was glad He was not there when 
he died, which must have seemed an odd thing to his hearers, but they did not 
realise that His not being there would give them the opportunity of seeing an 
amazing miracle. 
 
And that is just what they do see. Jesus commands Lazarus to come out of the tomb 
which is what he does. 
 
The story shows several things 

• Jesus is the giver of life, including eternal life, the indestructible life of the 
resurrection 

• He can cope with anything, even the tragedy of Lazarus 

• There are no limits to His possibilities and power  

• Although He may withhold Himself from immediate attendance His love is still 
there and He can still bring a solution. 

• His love might be like a shadow, allowing things to happen which we would 
not ourselves choose, but it is always there, He shares in our sorrows and 
shares and comes to our pain. 

In the grief of Mary and Martha Jesus feels the misery of the human race. That’s 
probably why He wept. He is not remote from the sufferings of His fellow humans.  

He is at one with all of us. 



Likewise though we may have to wait for a solution to the Coronavirus Pandemic, 
one will come. A vaccine or a medication, measures put in place to stop it spreading 
finally working as they are planned to do, numbers of people affected starting to go 
down instead of continually up. 

And during that time let us pray that the world will be changed for the better. We see 
hopeful signs. 

Countries are united in the fight against this terrible disease rather than the fight 
against each other. Armies are already being used for their skills at helping people 
rather than at using their weapons.  

Bravery and selflessness are being shown by those trying to fight the disease, 
whether here in the UK or in the refugee camps in Syria and Turkey.  

Incredible sums of money are being poured into alleviating the economic effects, 
maybe after it is over more resources can be put into helping starvation and disease 
more widely. 

So that when it is all over, as with Jesus coming to raise Lazarus from the dead, our 
priories will have changed, and our lives be filled with hope and not fear.  

Let us not forget that through Jesus we can cope with anything, there are no limits to 
His power, He shares our sorrows and will come to our pain. 


